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that survived the siege were destroyed, and the CHAP. XXVL
place, which had been the watch-word of confidence
different in some respects from that formerly employed. The
"batteries employed m breaching having failed to produce the re-
quired effect, recourse was had to hreaching by mines. The
suggestion of this mode is claimed by Major-General Gal-
loway, of the Bengal army (now a director of the East-India
Company), who had, at the former siege of Bhurtpore, com-
manded the pioneers, a corps then performing the duties of
sappers and miners, and who was known also as the writer of a
work on the mud forts of India. The nature of General Gallo-
way's claim, and the evidence upon which it is based, will be
found in the following extract from a letter addressed by liim
in February, 1832, to the military secretary to the government
of Bengal, in reference to a memorial referring to a point of
military promotion,
" I have the honour of stating, that what I have submitted in
my memorial has reference to myself as the author of a certain
memoir, in which a plan of operations for the siege of Bhurtpore
was, on the eve of the approaching siege, in December, 1825, laid
by me before the commander-in-chief. This memoir contains a
recommendation to breach by mines, and not by artillery: a mode
of attack that had not before been adopted in this country, so far
as I know; nor I believe, by our army, anywhere, in modern
times. This is a point which it is necessary to keep in mind;
for otherwise, since its effect has been seen at Bhurtpore, it is apt
to appear as a matter-of-course operation, .which no one could
overlook. I recommended that mode of attack. It was not, at
first, adopted: that mode of attack was ultimately had recourse
to, and the place fell.
" In submitting the documents in question, it is necessary to
explain the circumstances which gave rise ta the recommendation
to which I have adverted.
" When Lord Combermere arrived in India preparations were
making for the siege of Bhurtpore. His lordship was naturally
anxious to procure every information*regarding it, and I was men-
tioned to bis lordship as one from whom some knowledge of the
place might be obtained. It was known that I commanded the